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was found in the separation of the military from the civil
powers and in the existence of the council of Elders, which,
though it did not interfere with the Archon's civil jurisdiction,
must have held him responsible for his administrative acts.

But the importance of the office, even after Solon had
limited its power, is illustrated by the incident of the attempted
usurpation of Damasias. It was apparently an attempt to
make the office perpetual; he was chosen Archon for two years
in succession (probably in 586 and 585), and was then only
deposed from office by violence. In consequence of this
attempt a new principle of election to the archonship was
introduced. It was enacted that ten Archons should be ap-
pointed, five to be chosen from the Eupatrids, three from the
aypoLKoi (i.e. the Geomori), and two from the Demiurgi. This
change was of no importance in the development of the con-
stitution, since it seems to have lasted but one year (584); but
its details show something more than the result of a mere
personal struggle for supremacy. The institution of ten
Archons, chosen half from the Eupatrids or nobles and half from
the two other non-noble classes, has been thought to show a
compromise between the patrician and plebeian elements in
the state.1 Such a class struggle would explain the crrao-t? and
the avapxfa which are mentioned as twice preventing election
to the archonship before the attempt of Damasias.2 The chief
importance of the incident, as treated by the authority who
hands it down to us, is that it shows the great and forgotten
power which once centred in the person of " the Archon."

But the decline of the archonship was inherent in the con-
stitution of Solon, for the popular courts which he instituted
tended inevitably to lessen its power. The development of the
jury system reduced the judicial functions of the board of
nine to little more than those of mere preliminary investigation
(dvdi<pio-Ls) and the mere formal guidance of the court (r/ye//oi'/a
SiKao-Trjpiov). Their administrative duties, with the exception
of the military leadership of the Polemarch which for a time
continued, became merely duties of routine, and the archonship
ceased to be one of the great magistracies of the state.

We must now consider a question which   in   its   ultimate
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